to expect greatness regardless of our

background because God didn’t put
anything other than greatness on this
earth; we just haven't discovered it. How-
ever, it's difficult growing up in a very fa-
mous family that has uniquely been clas-
sified as a moral family. The standard that
people use is almost impossible for us to
rise to; it's frustrating.

1 think if God wanted two, three or four
M.L. Kings, He would have duplicated that.
He would’ve taken the same exact mold
and recreated that—but that's not what

I don’t think it's wrong for any of us
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He wanted. Each person has their own
calling, expression and unique journey.
People forget that my father was raised
by two parents; I was raised by one par-
ent after an assassination. Losing a father
violently at a very young age affects your
experience, so [ am processing that in my
life and trying to do whatever it is that I
am called to do.

I'm somewhat in a transition in my
own personal life. [I] was forced [by] my
mom'’s and sister’s death to really begin
doing some serious introspection about
life and what [ want my legacy to be.

My goal is not to be remembered as
much as it is to make sure people’s
lives are changed and affected. Now,
of course, that usually leads to be-
ing remembered, but I'm not setting
up institutions or programs to be
shrines unto me—[but to] ultimate-
ly transform lives and communities
in nations across the world. In order
to be most effective, it requires per-
sonal soul searching. There really is
a lack of character in our world, and
I have been on a journey to make
sure that my character measures up
to what I am creating.

The change that President Obama
talks about begins with each and
every one of us, personally—you're
talking about a shift in a mindset. In
order for America to get out of this
economic crisis, we need to begin to
think a little differently. We can’t be
as selfish and greedy. God gave us
this vast resource called Earth, and
when He gave it to us, He gave it
with more than enough, so the prob-
lem is not the resources—it's us. We
have to change the way we live.

I have a mission. I have a desire
to be a bank, a vessel of distribution
of wealth. I don’t know how that is
going to work out, but that's just
my desire. There are many people
across this world who will never be
able to be financed by banks and in-
vestors, but I have this overwhelm-
ing desire to be that vessel to ensure
people’s dreams and their visions of
bettering their communities and
the world that we live in. [ want to
be a “social-preneur” because I was
raised where serving humankind is
how we serve God. You serve your
humanity, you serve your commu-
nity and you give back.

—As told to Dennis Malcolm Byron

As the youngest daughter of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. and Coretta Scott
King, Bernice King stepped out of the
shadows of her parents’ legacy to
become a noted speaker and change-
maker herself. She graduated from
Spelman College with a Bachelor’s in
psychology and from Emory Univer-
sity with a Master’s of Divinity and
Doctorate of Law. In addition to her
community works, Bernice is a min-
ister at New Birth Missionary Baptist
Church in Lithonia, Ga.
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